
As we continue our overview of the
book of Deuteronomy, last time we covered
many stipulations concerning marriage,
adultery, children, and capital punishment.
We ended by talking about how Israel was
to handle some of the nations they had
dealings with, such as the Moabites,
Amorites, Edomites, and
Egyptians. This all came in
a line of instructions that
would be crucial to the
nation establishing itself
on the promised land
once they entered it.
That's why Moses was
laying out all the Law
to the nation on the
east side of Jordan before
crossing over. Covering this
brought us through Deuteronomy chapter 23
verse 8, and we will begin with verse 9 this
time.

 Following the line of thought about
how to deal with other nations, the next
stipulation has to do with going to war.
Israel is instructed to make sure they are
clean before God when they go out to battle.
Even when out on the battle lines, if any
man was to become unclean during the night

that man was to leave the camp. This meant
he would not go to battle with his fellow
soldiers that next day. However, that
evening the man would wash with water
and return to his camp. Along with this God
gives instructions about how soldiers were
to carry something to dig a hole with so
when it came time to use the restroom they

could use a hole and bury it afterward
in a place outside the camp.

This was more than
just sanitary, it was
about God's presence

being with them as they
fought. Israel is told they

were not to return slaves
who escaped their

oppressor and came to
them for help. Instead they

were to allow such a person
the opportunity to choose a city to
live in, staying among the nation and being
allowed their freedom.

 Because it has to do with utter
sinfulness as well as being oppressive, there
was to be no prostitution of any kind, male
or female, among the nation. Since tithing
was required of all one's gain and other
offerings were brought, this would also
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ensure no gain made through prostitution or
slavery was brought into the house of God.
In order to help the poor or those in need
among the nation, they were to charge no
interest on money, or anything else that was
borrowed by another member of the nation.
Of those outside the nation interest could be
charged. If a member of the nation said they
would give to God by vowing a vow, they
were to do it without fail. It would not be a
sin to never vow, but once one made such a
commitment they were to give to God what
they had promised without excuse.

 Next we go into those examples again
which show how to deal with more than the
things specifically mentioned and another
item that would help the poor. The fruit of
vineyards and corn are used as examples to
tell Israel that if a member of the nation was
passing by a place where something was
being grown that can be eaten without
preparation, such as fruits and vegetables,
that person could eat of the crop while they
were there. The person was not to collect
anything to take with them, but they were
welcome to pick and eat at the time. Then
we turn back to marriage and the stipulation
Jesus told us was given due to the hardness
of men's hearts. (Matt. 19:3-9) If a man
became displeased with the woman he had
married, he could send her out as divorced
from him. Because women are not given the
power men have in society, God allowed
such a woman to remarry. The fact this was
often necessary is just another reason Jesus
told us her first husband causes her to
commit adultery by divorcing her.
However, because being with another man
was not God's intent, if the woman's second
husband was to divorce her or even if he
died, her first husband was not allowed to

take her back. Since death is the only thing
that God intended to end marriage vows, it
would be as if her first husband was already
dead.

 We also have re-emphasized here the
fact a man who marries is not to go to war,
but be given time to establish his house and
relationship with his new wife. He is also
not to be obligated to any new business that
might interrupt this process, and we are told
this was to apply to the entire first year of
the marriage. If there's a need to take
something valuable as a way to ensure a
contract is fulfilled by someone, they were
to never take something from the other that
was a daily necessity, and a personal
millstone setup used to grind a daily
allowance of grain in order to make bread
is used as an example here. Because it can
be a way for rulers to raise an army, very
appropriately the issue of slavery is brought
around again. This time it concerned
forcing another member of the nation into
slavery by selling them as a slave. Taking
freedom is considered stealing the same
way stealing any physical item is, but the
punishment for stealing in this way is
death! The danger of leprosy is warned
about again here and it's emphasized that
the nation was to do as the Law stated
concerning following what the priests
determined. What God did to Moses' sister
Miriam when she and Aaron challenged
Moses' authority is brought up, because
God wanted Israel to know defying His
Law on the matter was no way to escape
leprosy. (Ex. 12) However, God can heal it
instantly if He chooses to.

 So many things in the Law speak to
how much the people of Israel were to help
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one another and not deny the help their
neighbors needed. Thus, God also makes it
clear that when a person loans an item to
another they are not to go and retrieve it
themselves. In order to bring more of a
public witness to the fact you are
attempting to retrieve something that is
yours, as well as the fact they gave it back
to you, you are to stand outside and ask the
person to bring it out to you. It is more
important not to be accused of stealing or
starting a dispute than to get what you
loaned back. However, when it comes to
borrowing something that belongs to a
person who has little, you were to give the
item back to them at the end of the same
day you borrowed it. They were to go to
bed that night knowing they got back
anything they loaned as well as have it to
use if they want or need to. If a servant is
poor it does not matter if they are of the
nation or from outside it, one was to be sure
to pay such a servant what was owned to
them the same evening of the day they
earned it. This way they too can go to bed
having whatever they have been able to
gain in that day.

 These things were to put away sin
from the nation of Israel. When there is a
line one needs to not cross it is best to stay
away from that line, not get as close to it as
you can. To be vigilant about putting away
sin from the nation is good, but using it as
an excuse to execute vengeance is not.
Everyone's sin is their own, and others are
not to be punished for it just so you can say
someone “paid.” Thus, God makes it clear
the children are not to be punished for the
sins their ancestors committed, and older

generations are not to be punished for the
sins of younger ones, not even within their
family. The nation was to remember they
were once oppressed in Egypt and be
careful not to take advantage of those most
vulnerable when executing judgment.
These are not to be judged differently just
because there is little they can do to defend
themselves. All judgments were to be fair,
not based on what someone wanted or who
was being judged. In another way to help
the poor, Israel is told that if a piece of the
harvest was forgotten and left in the field, it
is to be left. Even when they harvested fruit
and the like, they were to bring in what got
picked the first pass through. Gleaning was
to be left for the poor and strangers of the
land to do and make use of what could be
gotten.

 When two people had a dispute they
were not to keep it between themselves but
bring it to be judged by those slated to do
so. In this way, the matter can be settled and
those who have done wrong will know so.
If the wrong is something that deems
punishment that can be done, and if that
punishment is to be lashes with a whip,
forty is the maximum number of lashes a
person could receive. Anything more goes
beyond punishment and becomes torture,
which was not to be done. To show how
much God demanded justice with a heart of
mercy and giving in the nation, even the
animals were to share in the blessings and
be rewarded for their work. For example, an
ox that pulled a stone or the like to grind
corn was to be allowed to eat what fell near
enough to them to reach and not be muzzled
so as to prevent it. God was also serious
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about each family line continuing. Thus, if
a woman's husband died before they had a
child, the husband's brother was to take the
woman as his wife and attempt to have
children through her. The first child to be
born to her would then carry on the name of
the deceased man and inherit his property.
If the brother refused to take her, the
woman was to go to the elders at the gate
and make it known. When the man comes
to defend himself, if it's true he will not take
her, she is to perform a ritual of taking a
shoe off his foot to illustrate how an
important piece of the family would be lost.
She is also to disgrace him by spiting in his
face, and it was to be known in the nation
that the man refused to continue his
brother's house. Continuing with how
serious it is a man be able to carry on his
house, a wife was not to harm a man's
private parts as a way to help her husband
prevail against him in a fight. If she did
such a thing, her hand was to be cut off and
no pity was to be shown for having to do so.

 We are told they were not to have
different weights in their bag, which is
talking about scales that used counter
balance as a way to measure out things.
Without standardized scales everyone may
not weigh out the same portions as another,
but whatever weight you use to measure by
it should stay the same. Anything else is
just dishonest and displeasing to God. God
despises people taking advantage of others,
and tells the nation to remember the
specific people of Amalek, who lived in the
south of Canaan, that did so. Instead of
coming against Israel to fight its army they
attacked those at the back of the group as
the nation traveled. These were the most
unable to defend themselves and that is why

they were slower. Thus, God tells Israel that
once on the land they were to wipe out even
the remembrance of Amalek. In setting
forth the feasts the nation was to observe
God told Israel to hold one called
Firstfruits. This feast actually sets the start
of the year because it dictates when the first
month was to take place. However, whether
it came on that same day or at any point(s)
it was time, there were personal Firstfruits
for every household as the nation was
instructed that when they settled on the land
each house was to gather the first fruits that
came of their plants and take them to the
tabernacle, or later the temple, to be offered
to God. This was to be done by giving the
priest the basket of fruit and reciting a very
condensed version of the story of the
nation's beginnings starting from Jacob;
going through the bondage and release
from Egypt; and on to the promised land.
This was a way to prove one had not
forgotten the story of the nation's start nor
had they forgotten the God responsible for
performing this miracle. They were also
giving thanks to God for the land He had
given them by telling how they got there
and bringing fruit the land had produced.
This served to remember the blessings of
Israel were not just about the nation as a
whole but every individual in the nation
who sought to serve God!

 In direct connection to the stipulation
about keeping a vow one has committed to,
we go on to talk about ending the three year
tithing sequence Israel was to follow, of
giving to the poor and bringing to the
temple. Of course, tithing is not something
an individual of the nation committed
themselves to but something God asked of
them. However, in being the people who
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to face, the point is we all have these times
where life is going anywhere from great to
pretty good. Then suddenly, out of the blue,
there comes upon us a situation we did not
see coming. At times it may be something
we always knew might be a problem or
thought would turn into something bad, but
we never really know when that moment
will be. In any case, when it does happen it
can be a surprise and even come in a moment
when we think everything is going good.

 This often leaves us with a feeling of
even deeper despair than if we had known
the dreaded thing was coming or if it came
at a time when we felt we were already being
hit from every side. This has a lot to do with
the analogy that the higher you are the
further you have to fall. The emotional toll
can be sudden, and if we make a quick
choice, which is often required of us, we can
be left with a lot of doubt in the future as to
if we made the right choice or not! People
say hindsight is 20/20, but it’s not, and these
kinds of situations prove it. Abraham was at
this moment left with the choice of either
sending Hagar and Ishmael away or keeping
them in the house against what Sarah had
asked. No matter which way he went it was
not going to be clear in the future if it had
been the right choice. If they stayed, every
struggle Isaac faced could potentially be
made worse, if not even directly brought
about by the fact he had to grow up at odds
with Ishmael. Even if the two did not have
continuous trouble, it's still true Ishmael's
life was to go in a different direction than
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 Last time, we covered the events that
immediately followed Isaac's birth, not the
least of which was the feast Abraham held in
order to celebrate the birth. However, this
took us from talking purely about praise to
God through to the pain of making mistakes
in this life. Abraham and Sarah had made the
choice to have a son through Hagar, who
was Sarah's handmaiden, and now that Isaac
was born this had to be dealt with. We
discussed how much this came about due to
Ishmael mocking at the feast for Isaac and
what that truly meant. We discussed Sarah's
request of Abraham concerning Hagar and
Ishmael along with how to see that from the
correct perspective. We ended with the fact
God told Abraham that sending Hagar and
Ishmael out of the house was the right thing
to do in spite of how painful this had to be
for Abraham. All this brought us through
Genesis chapter 21 verse 12, and this time
we are ready for verse 13.

 As we look at verse 13 it is important
we remember this is a conversation
Abraham is having with God. In this, let's
look at one thing besides the words being
spoken themselves. Abraham was simply
living his life. Isaac had been born and
Abraham held a feast. During that feast
Ishmael started causing problems, and Sarah
tells Abraham Ishmael and his mother need
to go. One minute Abraham is celebrating
the birth of his son, and the next minute he
is faced with one of the hardest things he
would ever have to do in his life! While this
is a worse choice than most of us ever have
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Isaac's. What would this mean to Isaac?
Maybe something far worse if the two did
get along great than if they were at odds!

 If Abraham was to send Hagar and
Ishmael out, maybe he would have the
chance to know what became of them and
where they had gone. If this was the case, he
would feel responsible for every trial they
faced, especially Ishmael. If he did not know
what had happened to them, how much
would he worry and wonder about it? All
these things would be distractions to
Abraham and stress on his life for the rest of
his life. Even if he knew everything seemed
to turn out great, was it the way it was
suppose to be, and this truth is really why
just the ability to look back does not always
help us, or at least it is not as helpful as some
believe. No matter how much we are
satisfied with the choices we have made, we
have no way of knowing what we could
have done differently that might have been
better. This is true especially if we
understand what better means. Sometimes
better is even an issue of things turning out
a way we didn't think was good, but even
further down the line we see it was
necessary. Then there is the question, what
did we miss on the level of doing something
for God if we had gone a different way?

 As many science fiction stories have
portrayed, the ability to time travel would
cause many issues. We can't know all the
things that would go wrong if we messed
with the way events have unfolded. Thus,
people debate how much damage really can
be done. However, what brings this debate
is that it's a truth events unfold the way they
do based on every choice we make, and also
on the way those choices interact with the

choices of any number of people around us.
Thus, we are all time travelers already. The
only difference between our lives and what
is portrayed in the stories about time travel
is that we are limited to only going forward.
This is a good thing, not just because it is
almost certain we would more often change
things for the worse if we could go back in
time, but there's the simple fact we make
enough mistakes just going forward. Thus,
in many ways it is a great blessing that each
moment is something which comes and goes
with nothing more that can be done with it
than what we did in that moment. We make
mistakes and we have to deal with the
consequences, whatever those may be.
That's the way God created us to live, and
Adam and Eve taking of the tree God told
them not to take of points this out in
dramatic fashion right off the top.

 That is why what really matters in life
is that we do what we can to avoid mistakes,
but, in the end, it's not so much the mistakes
we make, because we all make them, but
how we deal with the consequences.
Because so many of those consequences
come at times we might least expect them,
there can be little we can do but try our best
to muddle through - or is there? There in is
the point of looking at more than just the
words of Abraham's conversation with God!
We should note that verse 11 simply tells us
the thought of having to send Hagar and
Ishmael away was very grievous to
Abraham. However, verse 12 then starts by
saying, “And God said unto Abraham,...”
Why does this matter? Because as we read
the stories of great men of God told to us in
the Word of God, we tend to do just that -
read it. We take it for granted that God
speaks to such individuals, and why not? If
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it was not just a given that God spoke to
them as they went through each trial of their
lives, they wouldn't be in the Bible; at least
not as a person of great faith! If they were in
the Bible they would be minor or maybe one
of those we are told about just because of the
mistake(s) they made, right?

 In a way, all this is in fact true, but
don't reverse the point! True, they wouldn't
be shown to us if they did not lead such a
life, but what we forget is that they did not
lead such a life because God just chose these
people to grant such faith. All of what we
see come about in their lives is due to the
relationship they chose to have, which
opened the opportunity for God to use them.
The things we see as blessings are often just
circumstances that without, these
individuals could not have accomplished
what they did for the Kingdom of God. Sure
blessings can be just God helping us through
something, but even then it is so often about
getting us on in our walk with Him, not just
helping us for the sake of relieving our stress
or pain. The idea God does just grant
blessings to people who are by man's
standards “good people” is the incorrect
perspective many have of God. Is God a
God of love then? Absolutely yes! However,
just as we talk about looking back on
circumstances and thinking we had it bad
when it was necessary to bring a greater
good, or seeing “good” that actually stopped
us from doing the work of God, just having
things go our way is not a way to judge life
and see God's love correctly.

 We see in our world all around us how
little God acts just for the sake of making
everything good. If He did, things would be

far more comfortable, and man's suffering
would not be getting worse as we see it is.
However, this is not the evidence God is not
a God of love, it is the evidence that we do
not know all we need to know in order to
make the judgment call about what love is.
We can't know the future; we can not be
certain our choices at this moment will be
correct; and we don't even know if what
we've done in the past is really as good or
bad as it might seem in hindsight. Thus, we
certainly cannot judge God's actions
properly! This means we learn from God
what real love is, but that does not always
come as easy as it might sound, due to the
fact we are not God. This does not mean we
should give up, but it means as much as we
desire to do right, we don't know what He
knows in order to handle each situation.
That's what is so important about what we
see going on in Abraham's life, as well as the
lives of other great individuals of faith we
read about in the Word, especially when we
see a situation like this come up.

 The situation may come up in a way
that slaps one across the face and gives us -
as the saying goes - a rude awakening, but
what should come next? Hearing the voice
of God! We don't know if there is too much
time between verse 11 and verse 12. We
don't know if Abraham sought God for any
time before he hears what God tells him.
However, we should consider that often we
are told the person “sought God.” We are
told this on many occasions when it comes
to great men such as Moses. To our
knowledge, Moses stood closer to the direct
presence of God than we find anyone else
did and live to tell about it. Yet we are told
many times he sought God. We are told that



when faced with a question those of the
nation he was leading had, his first response
was for them to wait while he went to seek
the face of God. Then there are other
moments when we see God speaking to
Moses right off in a way that is
unmistakably God responding immediately.

 This is true of what we are told of
Abraham as well, which means when we see
something like the transition that takes place
between verses like these, it would tend to
indicate God was right there to tell Abraham
what to do. While the information God gives
might be about God wanting to intervene in
order to protect His plan from a mistake a
man might make, Abraham is not someone
like the later kings of Israel who inherited
their position due to whose son they were.
Abraham was the man whom God spoke to
because he had the faith in the first place to
be in such a situation. Abraham and many
others we read about in the Word were used
of God because of what was in their hearts.
This is why I find a study on Jacob's
character so interesting. No man in the Bible
whom we are told so much about do we see
going through such a bumpy ride. I have
heard people make comments about the man
all the way from excusing his behavior
because he was the one God wanted to use,
as if that was all that mattered, to those who
would judge God for using such a man.

 Both ideas are wrong! It should be
obvious why the second one is wrong on a
lot of levels, but people are not often careful
about judging. As to the first one being
wrong, that has to do with the fact there is
always something to learn. It is good to trust
God totally, but that is just the way to
approach reading the Word. We need to trust

God in order to do what I was talking about
in knowing what being loving really is. We
need to look at God and understand there are
times we see things that we would not think
is loving. However, in stories such as
Jacob's life we have the opportunity to see
why God would use such an individual.
Jacob can be a very comforting character for
a lot of us. I don't know if he ever got living
for God “right,” but we can see how he
never seemed to make it to that close to
perfect level Abraham made it to. He never
seemed to develop that free-flowing faith his
grandfather had with God. Thus, Jacob
mirrors many of us, and shows us in spite of
our weaknesses, if we have a great desire to
serve God, our lives can still be used. He
shows us God created people to have a wide
range of personalities. Thus, it is not a
mistake we are not all the calm and collected
individuals Abraham seemed to be by nature.

 What it comes down to is, again, that
point which was made to Samuel; man looks
on the outward appearance but God knows
our hearts. (I Sam. 16:7) Of course, God
knew Abraham's heart, and He knew
Abraham was very heavy-hearted over the
idea of sending these two members of his
family out of the house. However, almost no
matter what God told Abraham to do, doing
it was not going to be easy. What left
Abraham assured that he was doing the
correct thing was trusting God! In listening
to God, he knew doing as Sarah had
requested was the right thing to do. As we
look directly at verse 13 we should see God
is really just telling Abraham it was right
because God had it all in His hands. Telling
Abraham Ishmael would become a nation
was not just a way to make Abraham feel
better in knowing the boy wouldn't simply
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significant impact, but that does not mean we
should always look at the history only from
that side. The side we want to look at here is
that of those Jews who did not change their
way of thinking on the basis Jesus was The
Messiah.

 We should never forget the fact the
church was originally Jewish in that it was
primarily composed of individuals who were
Jews. This was true even to the point Acts
chapter 6 verse 7 tells us a great number of the
priests came to believe upon Jesus. Sadly, in
spite of how many Jews did come to accept
Jesus as The Messiah the Jews as a nation
never officially did. Instead, the religion of
Judaism went on to become more solidified
than ever. This is the hardening men can have
in their hearts. The very religion that had kept
the Jewish leadership from accepting The
Messiah continued to be important in fighting
the changes Jesus had made through His
work. This is why, as we see it today, what
most Jews look to as a definition for what
being Jewish is, is the religion of Judaism. In
looking at the question this overall series is
about we see the argument the Jews we know
today are not the chosen nation or, at least,
that they are no longer the chosen nation. It
also points out that the argument was made by
a “Christian” friend. One of the reasons I have
spent so much time answering this one
question is that it's so sad people who call
themselves Christian so often have this
argument.

 Of course, there are plenty of

“Is it true that the Jews are God's
chosen people? I have a Christian friend who
says the Jews were not God's chosen people.”

 In our last segment, we talked about the
right perspective when looking at how Jesus
affected the temple sacrifices and what His
death meant from that same view. We also
covered issues about allowing the temple to
be destroyed and the sacrifices ending, as
well as the issue that Israel is now back on
their land but the temple still has not been
rebuilt. All this conversation was a way to
wrap up the time period in our historical look
of the nation of Israel that covered the life of
Christ. All of which make it very clear as to
how God did not replace the chosen nation or
reject them. In spite of that clarity, we will
continue on with our historical look in order
to cover the time between Christ and the
nation of Israel's rebirth in our modern era.

 If we begin our look right after the
ascension of Christ, we can begin to talk
about the formation of what we call the
church which came about through the
ministry of the apostles. However,
specifically because of what we are
attempting to grasp in this study, we do not
want to branch off into that history. Again, I
find myself at risk of people thinking I'm
attempting to diminish the importance of the
church or Christ's work. This especially in
light of what I said last time about covering
individuals based on the impact their lives
and work had. There is no arguing the fact the
church which grew out of Jesus' work had a
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“Christians” who make this argument as a
way to grow their importance as a “Christian”
or member of the church. They believe by
diminishing the chosen nation Christians as a
whole have a higher place, but to do this one
must deny that the church was originally
Jewish. For these, there is likely not much
that can be said to them on the issue. Even if
they felt you make good enough counter
arguments to their claim that their arguments
no longer seem valid, they will likely just
look for another way to grow their
importance if not just ignore your argument
and move on to others who do not know
enough to counter them. This is due to selfish
pride, and until The Holy Ghost can get them
to pay attention to their unrighteous attitude
their mission in the matter really has nothing
to do with learning facts. This is actually the
case when arguing with many different
people about Biblical issues. We should take
the time to inform people of the truth, but we
will find many times it is not worth arguing
over and over with certain ones because they
don't really care about facts. On the other
hand, there are so many Christians who have
never been taught facts, but they have been
taught or at least heard these theories about
the chosen nation from other “Christians.”

 The problem is your church does not
have to be like the Catholics (who were the
church to write the idea of Israel being
rejected, into formal doctrine) in order to find
other doctrines, or, at the very least, the
general way the Bible gets taught in most
churches leaving the impression this is the
right idea. Some of this fact comes from the
problem that as people broke free from the
Catholic church, the church organizations
known as protesters, or protestants, still held
onto too many bad teachings. Then there is
the fact that very few churches do much of

anything to teach against this false doctrine,
and therein lies the real problem! You see, if
we read some of the closing books of the New
Testament, such as first, second, and third
John, as well as Jude, we see a lot being said
on the issues of false doctrine rising among
the believers in Jesus. Certainly, if we read
the opening chapters of Revelation we find
John being told about wrong things within
different churches, and the warning being
given by God that if these ways are not
corrected God would reject those churches. If
nothing else, these words should make it clear
that from the beginning one of the largest
problems the church faced was false doctrine,
and that emphasizes a need to teach against
those things that are false doctrines.

 One of the troubles plaguing so many
organizations is their desire to teach their
doctrine without much thought for whether
those doctrines line up with God's Word or
not. In teaching such things they will find
themselves making remarks, some harsh
some not so much, only against other
doctrines that run counter to theirs, not the
Bible as a whole! Sadly, in our day and time
even this is becoming more rare due to one of
the biggest false doctrines to ever gain a
major foothold in the churches! That is the
doctrine of inclusion. This doctrine has to do
with the simple idea that the church should be
inclusive, and while the early church shows
us how much this is true on the level of not
believing only Jews could be saved or that
one had to become Jewish to be saved, it
should have nothing to do with the idea of
reshaping anything to make it more
acceptable to all. It's one thing to try to make
your services inviting and important to show
what you do comes out of love for others.
However, the idea of attempting to make the
Gospel itself, as well as the life a true believer
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should live, more acceptable to anyone
should be totally out of the question!

 One of the main reasons false doctrines
of any sort take hold within a church is due to
the fact ministers specifically believe they
can make being a Christian more comfortable
and inviting. At the very least they allow
things into the church without speaking out
against them because they don't want to lose
anyone or jeopardize their position in the
church. This, no doubt, had some to do with
why false doctrine was getting into the early
church, and one can see why it's a temptation,
especially when one wants greater numbers
and/or needs more funds. It seems the perfect
thing to avoid teaching something you know
they might not like, but this is the downfall.
This kind of thinking is what eventually leads
to allowing anything and everything into the
church until you have a church much like we
see many today. This is a church whose
teachings are actually led by the idea of
making people feel comfortable and
included. In many people's minds this is what
Christianity is! I can't tell you how often
people have found what I have to say as being
“un-Christian.” They'll use the words, “that's
not a good Christian attitude!” Just as with
the issue of believing the Jews are not the
chosen nation, some do this because they
have selfish motives and others do so because
that is what they think is right.

 Due to this, what passes in some parts
of the world as “Christian” could not be more
from Satan's heart. Some would argue that
would actually be something such as the
church of Wicca or the like, but not so. Since
before I accepted the calling to be in full-time
ministry, I have made the statement that the
hardest people to save are the ones who

believe they already are. This comes in
twofold. The first aspect is that it is written
into most church doctrines that one is saved
once you perform a certain ritual, whether
great or small, and/or make certain choices.
This incorrect thinking I have taught over and
over on, so I will not repeat the details of why
this is wrong at this moment. However, the
second aspect of people believing they are
saved already has simply to do with people
believing they are on the right path when they
are not! This is what makes the church that
forms its teaching around making people
comfortable so close to Satan's heart. Sure
Satan would love for people to serve him
directly, but his first mission is to keep as
many people as possible from serving God.
This is where his real power comes from on
this earth. The fewer truly serving God the
more freedom Satan has to work without
being impeded by God's people.

 Thus, when people come into a church,
hear the truth, and don't like it, it does not
matter if they stay or don't stay. We need to
understand they have heard the truth and
that's what is important. If they will stay they
will hear more truth, and it can begin to shape
their lives in the ways of righteousness. If
they do not stay, The Holy Ghost has those
words of truth they did not like to continue to
speak to them about. This is what gives The
Holy Ghost more freedom to work. If the
individual is a person who will eventually
yield to God's voice, they will one day begin
to take steps to correct their life and gain a
relationship with God. When this comes
about, it might be soon or it might take years
and years, but whether they ever go back to
the church where they heard the truth or not
does not matter as long as they find and stay
the course with God!



 The other factor is that they will
always have that experience in their life. At
other times they are tempted to go in a more
comfortable direction instead of following
what they know is right, The Holy Ghost can
remind them of how they never would have
come to know the truth if they had not one
day yielded to that first teaching they found
uncomfortable to accept. All these
advantages are taken from the person who
goes into a church filled with people and/or
just a minister whose intent is making them
feel comfortable with everything they teach.
Some will still not stay but in that one
instance when given a change to gain a grain
of truth that could have one day moved the
mountains in their lives, they were denied
that truth. (Matt. 17:19-20) When we do not
give them truth and use the excuse of needing
to be inclusive, what does it matter if the
person stays? If we are never going to teach
the truth they are no better off, and in my
mind much worse, than if they had not
stayed. What will they ever learn to put them
on the true path of salvation? If they do find
it, why would they stick with it when
constantly bombarded with the idea none of
the restrictions they are being asked to put
upon their fleshly desires are necessary,
and/or those are things we never talk about in
church because we don't want anyone who
doesn't believe it to be offended or
uncomfortable?

 Sadly, many never think this much
about it. They simply follow what they are
taught because its comfortable to do so, and
they believe they will live for God in eternity
for doing so. How many who could have
been saved will be lost due to this? Only God
knows, but the blood will be on the hands of
those who wrongly taught and knew they
were doing so to please itching ears. (II Tim.

4:2-4) This brings us back to the point about
teaching against false doctrines. Often
teaching against any doctrine or accepted
activity puts us in a place of teaching against
something another church which readily
teaches, accepts, or allows that thing. This is
then considered un-Christian because
teaching against something other churches
hold is said to create division among the
churches. However, when the apostles talked
about division among the churches it was not
about teaching against false doctrines, it was
about churches that broke away so they could
accept false doctrine. Never was it wrong to
teach the truth of God's Word because others
who called themselves Christian didn't
believe it.

 The doctrine of inclusion leads us to
believe even if another church is not what
one is worried about there is then the issue of
not teaching something we feel great
numbers of people outside the church would
never accept is true. In doing this, it is said
we are failing to reach a certain group or
category of people. Can you imagine, with
the emphasis Jesus put on the fact the
apostles were to start in the heart of Israel and
move their way out what this would have led
them to do? When they saw the Jews as a
nation were not turning from Judaism to
Christianity, they would have began to
formulate what they thought would attract
the entire population to the church. As Jews
came in to hear what they had to say, the
apostles would have quieted their preaching
down due to the fact they knew they needed
to preach something more acceptable to the
religious leaders and/or those who clung to
their teaching and opinions about Jesus. The
apostles and other followers of Jesus spent
that Sabbath day after Jesus' crucifixion not
sure if they would be next. They stood
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confused as Jesus ascended into heaven and
left them standing there. What finally gave
them the strength to stop being frightened of
what everyone else might think or do and
begin to teach and preach with boldness, was
the baptism in The Holy Ghost!

 That is why the Feast of Weeks comes
just seven weeks after the Feast of Firstfruits!
The simple point is, people need to hear the
truth. There could be a thousand voices
teaching a lie, but the more one is
outnumbered, the more important it is the one
be that voice of truth! This is why we attempt
in this study to cover why the chosen nation
has not been rejected by God. Maybe some
have been taught this because it is part of their
church's doctrine. Maybe they have learned it
from others who call themselves Christians.
Maybe it's just the impression the teaching
they have heard leaves in their minds. It
matters little, this falsehood needs to be
taught against. Don't be fooled, while there is
a growing number of churches which support
the modern nation of Israel and/or Jews in
general, I am alarmed how many actually are
motivated, not by the truth they are God's
chosen nation, but by the very same point I
mentioned at first about people teaching
against the Jews. People are often motivated
by the general idea there will be something in
it for them, and this is no exception.

 Of course, God said those who bless
the nation will be blessed, but many people
have specifics in mind as to what they think
the blessing will or should be! (Gen. 12:3)
There is no shortage of those who will
support the nation because they believe it's
some magical formula for gaining greater
finances or what they believe to generally be
“success” in their lives and/or ministries.
Also, flipping from teaching, or seeming to

teach the church replaces the chosen nation to
supporting the nation of Israel, can often be
no flip at all. This because there is no shortage
of people who believe encouraging Israel will
somehow bring about the coming of The
Lord. For many it's as if Israel is now the
sacrifice for the world's gain, instead of
understanding Israel is going through a
process they need to go through in order to
prepare them once again to be who God wants
them to be when The Messiah comes. This
thought can be anywhere from bad to really
bad! If we believe in God and have accepted
a relationship with Him we understand Jesus
will one day return, but as we covered in our
last segment, Jesus' return is not really about
anything good happening among men. It is
more like the flood of Noah's day, meaning
things are going very wrong! This is why the
blood will flow to the horse’s bridle, a point
we talked about last time being the very
reason many in the church will believe Jesus
must be a false christ not the returned
Messiah! (Rev. 14:19-20)

 We are given the warning in Romans
12:21 that we are not to be overcome with
evil but to overcome evil with good. This
warning is a general one to all believers, and
we must follow it always. However, there is
the truth that this becomes more of a warning
as we come to those days that are as Noah's.
(Matt. 24:37) It is not the goodness, kindness,
or generosity of men that necessitates the
return of Christ, but man's corruption. This
means as the time grows ever closer to the
necessity of Christ's return, those who follow
God will need to survive in spite of the rising
evil going on around them! We do this by
continuing to focus on the good we can do.
True good according to God's Word, not
“good” according to man. This is very
important, and it means if supporting Israel is
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good, we do not bring on the coming of
Christ. If anything, we hinder it by not
becoming part of the necessity for His return.
Does this mean we should not be supportive
of God's chosen nation? Absolutely not, but
we do so because it is the good, the blessing
of which is overcoming evil, not bringing it
to a head or doing it because we think we will
gain anything our flesh wants!

 Where the problem comes in for many
people who support Israel thinking it will
bring on the return of Christ is that they think
they are working to get the nation to some
specific point God wants them to be so Christ
will return. While all true believers who are
alive and remain when Jesus comes will
benefit greatly from His return, and all those
who think they are saved would hope to gain
the same benefit, Jesus will not return
because the chosen nation makes it to some
point on the level of accomplishment, in the
Law or as a nation. As we have been
emphasizing in this part of the study over and
over, the chosen nation has been gathered in
these last days for the purpose of being where
they need to be in order to receive The
Messiah. Now, we wait for the moment the
rain starts to fall. Never forget, Noah was not
told to build the ark a few months before the
flood and God did not wait to assemble the
chosen nation until just before the moment of
Christ's return!

 Just as God told Abraham the people of
Canaan's sin had not yet come to a full a very
long time before the chosen nation God
would bring through Abraham came into
existence, so too the sins of this world have
not yet come to a full. (Gen. 15:14-16) Thus,
God is bringing the nation of Israel together.
As true believers are faced with a greater

amount of evil, we will not be able to offset it
with good. If that were possible there would
be no need for the return of Christ as long as
we did. The overcoming of evil with good
must eventually become very personal in that
we understand there is little to nothing we can
do to affect this world, but we can still affect
our lives. Just as Noah was eventually told to
take his family, the animals, and himself
inside the ark, the walls this world's evil is
building around the good are closing in.
Eventually the door will even need to be shut,
but when the time comes for the rain to begin
to fall, the nation of Israel is in place for
Christ's return. It didn't happen because man
wanted it to happen or supported it. The
nation came into existence and stays in
existence because God said it would be so,
and it is!

 We can choose to be a part of what
supports the nation or we can not, but
spending our time doing good in spite of the
fact evil seems to counter it faster than we can
do it shows how much we still believe in what
God is coming back to restore. In spite of
how rare it is becoming in this world, we still
believe what's right is right! It shows we have
not given up on the work no matter how many
others have. It shows that we have read the
end of the book and found it ends with the
good winning and the evil ultimately losing.
We don't just expect or want to be on the
winning side because it gains some specific
blessing. We live what the winning side
represents because we understand it is how
God created us to live, and that is what we
know will be the absolute best for our lives as
well as all others. We don't pray The Lord's
return will be very soon just because we so
desperately want to be by His side, but
because we see the world and the lives around
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us crumbling under the weight of living
unrighteously. We understand it is not
because God is specifically punishing them
in any way other than allowing it to continue,
and we want to see it end for our sake and
especially for the sake of the next generation
being born into this world. More and more I
have to wonder what possible chance they
will have to know the truth, but God knows
for sure and that is why it is all in His hands.

 Thus, we carry on, not attempting to
bring on the return of Christ, but working to
live in righteousness. If we understand the
Word of God, this is to live our lives in God's
ways, and when it comes to serving God, we
are being asked to do the same thing Israel is
being asked to do. God's entire work is one
body and we are only its members. In my
case, the work is to continue doing what I can
to provide teaching that might help those who
want to know the truth. In the case of this
specific study, it is to teach against a false
doctrine about the chosen nation being
rejected by God. To do this we have studied
what God said in His Word, and what we are
doing in our historical look at the nation is
showing how much what God said was going
to happen is happening. This is the evidence
that God's Word is true and in that we see
how much God is still working through the
chosen nation. That in and of itself answers
the question this series is based on. However,
it's important we continue to emphasize the
point by going on through the history of the
nation after Jesus left this earth. This is the
time period that really speaks to if those we
know as Jews really are the chosen nation
that came through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob!

 We need to know what happened to the
nation post Christ in order to see those who
now call themselves Jews are directly

connected back to those who were then. The
Jews survived the Babylonian captivity. They
survived the events that took place between
the Testaments. The Messiah had come, gave
His life, and returned to The Father, what
would the nation do now? The answer many
might be tempted to give is that they went
into a state of decline until they ceased to be
a people, but that is not what happened, and
God's Law has a lot to do with why that is.
This is the time period where God would use
what the nation was willing to accept of the
Law to keep them distinct. The Jews were not
following God's Laws in a way that would
make them able to maintain the temple and
its sacrifices, but that was really true even by
the time Christ came. In other words, Jesus'
life did not make it so. The nation was
holding on by a thread, but the tie that would
really bind them was still the Laws of God!
Thus, we see that after Christ there were
many of the nation who accepted Jesus as
The Messiah and understanding The Messiah
was God in spite of what the religion of
Judaism told them. Too few people have a
view on this issue to realize Christianity does
not just have its roots in Judaism. If the Laws
God gave the nation had been meant to
become a religion, Christianity is what it
would have looked like after Jesus!

 This is where our terms become almost
too weak to use. When I say Christianity it is
hard not to think of the church we spent most
of this segment discussing; a modern church
that by and large has turned its back on the
True Word of God. However, what I'm really
referring to is what the church members of
the apostle's day looked like and believed.
Their teaching and ways of living and
conducting their lives is what caused people
to start calling them Christian. (Acts 11:22-
26) This was a way of distinguishing the
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followers of Jesus from the Jewish
establishment that had rejected Jesus. This
was important because we're not talking
about a separation that could have been
defined by Jews versus non-Jews at the early
stages of the church. We are talking about a
nation that had a great debate, and to show
how much that debate was not about
abandoning the temple, we should see that
the apostles went straight into the temple to
teach. Acts even tells us one story where the
apostles were released by God from the
prison the religious leaders had put them in to
await standing before the council, and the
next day when the council came together,
those sent to retrieve them could not find the
apostles. When they finally did find them,
where were they? At the temple, teaching the
Gospel. (Acts 5:17-26)

 The Jews are not the base of what we
think of as Christianity today because they
refused to leave parts of God's Law behind
but because Jesus told His disciples to go first
into Jerusalem, Judaea, Samaria – then the
utter most parts of the earth. (Acts 1:8) This
would eventually create a church where non-
Jews would outnumber the Jews. Even if all
the Jews of the nation had accepted Jesus and
been part of this process, they would have
eventually been outnumbered. Still one
would think the difference would have been
that the heart of the church would have
remained in Jerusalem. However, the reason
the physical heart of the church has not been
seen as beating in Jerusalem is the same
reason the heart of the Jewish nation was not
able to for many centuries. So what's the real
difference? The religion of Christianity has
taught us the church's heart can be elsewhere,
but it has always been clear to most Jews
Jerusalem can never be replaced!

 We have talked some about what
might have happened if the nation as a whole
would have accepted Jesus instead of
wanting Him to be crucified, but even after,
maybe I should say especially after Jesus'
death, it was still God's desire the nation
make a transition. In short, this still may not
have maintained the temple and its sacrifices,
but I don't think God would have allowed the
nation to be scattered like it was. Possibly the
process would have just taken longer
depending on how well the Jews followed
God. The rules really never change! The big
point is that both believers in Jesus and Jews
who did not accept Jesus lost the temple due
to the fact men slated with its administration
failed to follow God in all things. It was no
more the job of the apostles to administer the
sacrifices and take on the administration of
the temple than it was any other Jew that was
not of the priesthood. However, if the nation
overall had accepted Jesus by listening to the
words of the apostles, which they readily
taught at the temple, that might have
changed. At the very least the temple could
have become a place where teaching the
Gospel was a main activity. Remember,
sacrifices were never the real point. Jesus
reminded us all that His Father's house is a
house of Prayer! (Matt. 21:12-13, Isa. 56:1-8)

Until next time, may we each continually
choose to be the people God wants us to be!
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become a vagabond or slave of some sort in
the world. It was about assuring Abraham
God had a plan for the boy's life in spite of
the fact he was not going to be a direct part
of the plan God told Abraham was reserved
for Isaac.

 This is very important, and now is
when we want to look directly at the words.
God calls Ishmael, “...the son of the
bondwoman...,” but says He will make of
him a nation. This verse ends with the
reason, “...because he is thy seed.” Let us
not forget that Abraham had asked of God
Ishmael be used as the promised son. He did
not do this because he did not want Isaac to
be born, but because he wanted Ishmael to
be used of God. (Gen. 17:18-19) Abraham
felt very sorrowful that Ishmael would be
displaced, and it shows us how much he
really did love Ishmael. Abraham never
looked at Ishmael as a second-rate child due
to the fact Hagar was his mother. Abraham
had gone through with the plan to try and
have a son through Hagar for the true
reasons of wanting to gain the heir whom
God could use. To Abraham, Ishmael was
not the son of a servant in his house. Ishmael
was simply his son, and first-born on top of
that. Abraham wanted God to use Ishmael,
but God said no! Ishmael's birth had been by
the will of man and God had already made
it clear He would give Abraham and Sarah
a son, something they had tried for and
never could do on their own. Thus, Isaac
would be born by the will of God, and he
was whom God had always intended to use.

 With that in mind, God was not being
derogatory in any way toward Ishmael by
referring to him as the son of a bondwoman.

God was simply pointing out, Ishmael may
have been Abraham's first-born son but not
by his first wife! No offense to Hagar, but
there is also the point Hagar would never
have been his wife if he and Sarah had not
been looking for a way to have a son.
However, Ishmael was still Abraham's son
and that meant God would make of him a
nation. Oh, the time we could spend on just
that fact alone, but one simple point about
the words themselves is, you will note the
absence of the word “great” here. This is not
just a passing oversight in this particular
incident. How often do we see God telling
Abraham He would make of him a great
nation? In human terms we might think of
this as size and/or success. In reference to
Ishmael that is what it would be. However,
translation issues keep us from
understanding that often this is not really
what is meant by the word great when
talking to Abraham in general. Abraham
would be the father of many nations, but
what great refers to is the fact there would
be one chosen nation. That nation would
come through Isaac, not Ishmael. Thus, here
God just says He would make a nation of
Ishmael and that would make him a big part
of the promise that Abraham would be the
father of. Not just a chosen nation but of
many nations.

 Ishmael becoming a nation speaks
again to how much we cannot know what
the future holds. As we look at how the Arab
population has generally treated the chosen
nation in modern times, it speaks directly to
that point about not knowing if bad things
are really leading to something better or are
necessary. Simply put, God is allowing the
events we see in modern times to happen,
and it's hard not to believe there is a reason
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for this allowance. One thing I will insert
here is that we can not judge Ishmael on the
basis of what his descendants have done,
because we have no idea if this really
reflects on Ishmael's character or not. What
we do know is that God made the call he
would become a nation on the basis he was
Abraham's son. Thus, if we want to talk
about blame going back to the beginnings,
we could throw some of the blame for the
bad actions of Ishmael's descendants on
Abraham. However, to be blunt, making
Ishmael a nation was God's call to make,
and this is where what I was saying about
God and love becomes really important.

 If we look at all the trouble the Arab
people have caused the Jews it can be hard
to believe God intentionally allowed them to
grow and continue to exist as a people.
However, this is something only God knows
the end result of. The individuals who go
against God's chosen nation will get no free
pass from God on the basis of who they
come from or the nation they are part of, but
it's interesting that they are the ones so
heavily involved. This can be looked at as
true just because the Arabs and Jews
developed in ancient times in the same
region. We know resources and land are
always a hot issue. However, this could
have happened with any people Israel might
have come back to find greatly inhabiting
the area of the promised land. What we need
to see is that one way or the other there was
going to be people against the Jews. The fact
it was people of Europe who carried out the
Holocaust proves that. So what we have
with the Arabs is the proof God fulfilled His
promise to Abraham concerning Ishmael.
Just as the Jews have survived in order to

continue being the chosen nation, so too
Ishmael's nation lives. Because God is
faithful to His promises, the region is so
populated with those who trace their origin
to Ishmael, the struggle is directly between
sons of Abraham.

 As we go into verse 14, we must be
clear on the fact Abraham is doing what God
told him to do, nothing more, nothing less.
This is important because many people look
at this story and feel Abraham truly did kick
Hagar and Ishmael out. This because we are
simply told Abraham gave Hagar a jug of
water and sent them away. After that, Hagar
and Ishmael go out into the desert. Why did
Abraham not give them more? Why did he
not take them somewhere to help them get a
fresh start? There are many questions we
may be wanting to ask about this, and some
find comfort in believing Abraham did do
more that we just aren't told about.
However, I don't think that is the case.
Again, Abraham was doing just what God
told him to do because God told him to do
it. Hagar was a bondwoman and she was
being released from her service, which
likely would have lasted most all her life if
he had not released her. Thus, even more so
than any other servant he might have done
this with, Abraham was going to make a
clean break and - as we say - not prolong the
agony.

 As we have talked about, this was
agonizing for Abraham. It had to be so for
Hagar. If not at all in the same way, then for
other reasons. I'm sure Hagar was at a loss
as to why all this was happening. Not that
she didn't know the dynamics of why, but
the unbelief of how sudden this was for her.
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As we have been discussing, this was
sudden for Abraham, but as much as that
was true and painful, it was much more
sudden for Hagar. We don't know if she had
any advanced warning about this, but one
has to think that is the one thing which did
take place and we were not told about.
Abraham had surely given Hagar a chance
to pack her belongings ahead of time. At the
same time, I'm sure there was little she
herself owned, and Ishmael was still young
enough that without Abraham granting him
an early inheritance of some sort, it is likely
he had nothing to speak of. Unlike today,
most people did not even have that many
clothes so there was little to take with them,
and that brings us to the question about why
Abraham did not give them more.

 We must understand, God was truly
making a break from Abraham and Ishmael
here. Ishmael had the chance to be raised by
his father, as an only son I might add, all the
way into his teens. He was circumcised at
the age of 13, and this was no earlier than
two years after that. Ishmael was
somewhere around 15, maybe as old as 18.
Thus, he was no child as some think of him
when they read this story. He was old
enough to make his way in the world, and it
was certainly true for many his age that they
were on their own long before this age. We
just can't judge this by our modern standard.
What does this all mean to why Abraham
did not give them more? It means
everything! God had made it clear that
Abraham's household belonged to Isaac and
Isaac alone. Now this did not mean
Abraham was powerless to give Ishmael
whatever he wanted at this point, but that is
not the point. There are many factors here,
and one of them we covered earlier in this

storyline. That is the point there was to be no
dispute about the fact Ishmael and Isaac
would not share. There was to be no
argument over Abraham's house and who
inherited it!

 As much as this could, and no doubt
would, have been a big problem had Isaac
grown up with Ishmael still in the house, if
Abraham had given Ishmael anything
significant, much less anything that was
enough to make a fresh start, there might
still be a problem of some kind in the future.
Anything and everything could have been
used to argue there was another son of
Abraham and he deserved to have at least
some, if not all of Abraham's house. I just
don't think in our day, with the cultures most
of us live in, we can understand what a
problem this could have been. If we go back
to a subject we hit on time and again about
Abraham, we remember how hard
Abraham's father Terah worked to separate
Abraham from the others of the family. One
can argue that Abraham left his father's
house with great wealth, but the difference
was Abraham had space and time! Terah
had taken Abraham to a far away place.
There Abraham was able to build a life of
his own with his own hands. Sure his father
was there and we don't know how much he
helped, but Abraham left his father's house
before his father died.

 This left Terah with a house and
inheritance even in that place which could
be easily claimed after his death by any heirs
back in Mesopotamia, but Abraham was
long gone. That brings us to other factors.
One, the person who was going out
(Abraham), did so of his own will. Two, he
was going out to be separated and would
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have no reason to turn back or argue over
his father's house. Three, he was not the
oldest son in any case. Four, as just a son
that had gone out of his father's house, there
was no reason for any of that house to
attempt to go after what he had, not to
mention they had plenty of their own. None
of this was true of Ishmael. He had been the
heir apparent since the day he was born! If
Abraham had given him enough to set up a
household, it might have seemed to be an
extension of his father's house. As the oldest
son, with the culture they lived, it would
have been a given in most people's mind
that Ishmael deserved to inherit it all. If,
after Abraham's death, Ishmael had made
the argument he was deserving, everyone,
or at least enough people, would have been
on his side that he would have had the
support to at least cause many problems.

 Instead of worrying about how
disturbing it is that Abraham didn't send
them out with much, we should consider the
other side of what Abraham could have
done. With real concern over this son
interfering with future events one can see
how he might have been asked to send them
far, far away! He could have ended up in a
land where he had no knowledge about how
to survive there. One where he probably
would not know the language and certainly
not the culture. However, this was not done.
It was God's intent for Ishmael's family to
grow in the same region of the world.
Another thing we have talked about is that
God was surrounding the area of the
promised land with people related to the
same root families of Abraham and Lot.
When Israel later came out of Egypt that
was the case without dispute, and what was
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not directly surrounded consisted of people
who by then were at least affected by the
nations derived from these early family
members.

 Ishmael would be just next door, but
he was not to look as though he was just a
satellite extension of the great house of
Abraham. He and his mother would go out
with not much more than the clothes on their
backs, and what Ishmael ended up with in
this world would consist of what he had
built with his own hands. To jump ahead a
bit, it is of interest to note that while those
we know as Arabs today have long been
looked at as merchants and traders,
especially between the Orient and Europe,
this had roots in what we are talking about
right here! Not much later on when we see
reference to passing caravans of merchants
going, at times, all the way from
Mesopotamia to Egypt and who knows just
how far, we are probably talking about
Ishmael's family. Ishmael's life would not
just be separate from Isaac's but follow a
totally different lifestyle. If Abraham had
given them animals to have or start flocks,
this might not have been the case. Could he
still have given more than just water? Yes,
but as this point illustrates, anything he gave
could have changed Ishmael's future.
Bottom line, God did not tell Abraham what
to give, and only God could know what
would be right. Thus, Abraham puts a bottle
of water on Hagar's shoulder and sends them
away!

Until next time, Shalom!



committed themselves to be God's chosen
nation it is all much the same. Thus, just as
with a vow there are words to be spoken.
For tithing this would be made at the end of
the three year cycle after one has brought
all that is required of them. This narrative is
not a story but a direct proclamation that
one has not taken of the tithe for their own
use, offered it to a false god(s), or held back
anything of it for any reason. One was to
proclaim they have done all that was asked
of them by God. This, of course, would be
a lie if one had not done all they were
suppose to, and the knowledge one had to
make this proclamation before God brought
weight to making sure one actually had, to
the best of their knowledge, completed it. It
would also remind any person who had
failed, to instead bring their sacrifice and/or
offering to the temple in order to repent of
their misdeed in this area.

 After this, Moses tells the people God
has asked of the people these things, “...this
day..” By saying this day, Moses is not
simply referring to the idea of time passing
because some of these Laws were given to
the nation earlier. What it means is that no
matter what day in the future may come, it
will always be as if The Lord has
commanded these things that day. This is
important to human nature because people
have a tendency to think once a great deal
of time has passed there becomes more
flexibility to what we are told. We believe
circumstances have changed with the times
and, especially those things we don't like,
are unnecessary in our day. God was
emphasizing that was not the case and
never would be. Due to this, the next thing
that is commanded is that once the nation

crossed over Jordan they would set up
monuments much like the ones found in
Egypt. In truth, if this had been done in the
way it was instructed, it is very likely that
the land of Israel would have similar
ancient artifacts as one finds in Egypt. The
difference would be that none of these
would be tombs to honor a man, or woman,
they would not be written upon with the
ideas of men. Such monuments would be
carved and engraved with these very Laws
of God that Moses was rehearsing in their
ears here in Deuteronomy. It is not clear
whether Israel ever really set up the kind of
monument Moses describes, on the
mountain Moses names here, but what we
do know is that sadly, setting up such
monuments throughout Israel did not
become a common practice or we would
find them in archaeological digs of the
nation.

 In any case, the nation was told that
when they crossed over and set up this
initial monument it was to be dedicated to
God by also building an altar of natural
stone. Natural does not mean something
other than concrete or the like, but stones
gathered out of the field and put together as
an altar without modifying them at all.
Then they were to offer burnt offerings and
peace offerings on that altar. This would be
followed by a celebration before God for
bringing the nation into the land promised
to their fathers. Then the priests and Levites
continued with the thought told to them
about “this day” in telling the people this
day they became the chosen nation of God.
Because of this they needed to be careful to
follow God's commandments and perform
the ceremonies God had given them to
represent God's plan. Moses then named the
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specific men that were to stand on each of
the two mountains in order to perform the
ceremony of blessing and curse which they
had been told about, and which could only
be performed once they were at those
mountains on the other side of Jordan.

 Moses goes over the words the priests
are to speak, which begin with laying out
actions and attitudes that will make one
cursed because they are displeasing to God.
The first is the setting up of idols. Next is
holding the lives of one's parents as well as
their reputations in low regard. Then the
prohibition of removing a landmark others
of the nation have set up to commemorate or
designate something. A curse is upon those
who hurt the physically disabled. A curse is
upon those who judge unfairly, especially
when judging those who are most
vulnerable. A curse is upon a man who has
a physical relationship with his father's
wife. A curse is upon the man who has a
physical relationship with his sister or half
sister. A curse is upon the man who has a
physical relationship with his mother-in-
law. A curse is upon the one who is
privately abusive to another, and a curse is
upon any of the nation that does not believe
in following the Laws of God. After each of
these are proclaimed the entire congregation
was to agree by saying Amen.

 From there Moses goes into an
admonishment about how these things they
had been commanded to do were not just a
ceremony or ritual. It certainly is not a
formula which upon the completion of will
grant them special blessings. The blessings
of The Lord will only come if the nation was

to follow the Laws God gave them on a
daily basis. This, as a nation, as families, as
well as individuals. It was The Lord's desire
to bless Israel above all other nations of the
world through giving them a Law that
demonstrated how much God's ways were
right, not just in representation but in the
people living righteously on a regular basis
they would reap the rewards of such a
lifestyle. The nation would be blessed in
their crops. They would be blessed in being
able to have children; in the increase of
their herds of animals; in what they were
able to save for future use. Literally their
coming and their going would both be
blessed. They would be blessed in battle
against all that came against them as
enemies would be directly turned back the
way they came in attacking the nation.
Also, their business dealing, both inside
and outside the nation, would see increase
and prosper.

 All this would be true not just
because God made it so, but because God
created us to live in the ways He was asking
Israel to live. The result in the world would
be a nation whom all the other people of the
world would know was special, and come
to understand it was because they followed
the God of creation. Thus, on top of the way
the dynamics of righteousness bring
blessings, God would give them the kind of
things we think of as blessings from God in
making sure their increase in all things was
pronounced. They would have the children
they desired to have; the rain would come
to water their crops on a regular basis;
Israel would be a nation that had plenty to
loan and no need to borrow. The nation
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would be in a position of top leadership in
the world, not a struggling nation at the
bottom of the global food chain. There
would be a supernatural ability to the nation
which others could see and know God was
with them. The nation just had to use the
Law as a guide for how to serve The Lord
and seek to please Him in their ways. They
needed to study the Law and not choose to
turn away from even the smallest of its
commandments, and the reward would
always be much greater than the effort.

 As they had been warned before there
was also the opposite side to all this in that
if they chose to ignore the Laws God had
given them, being the chosen nation would
be a curse. This too would not have so much
to do with God specifically plaguing them
but the truth of why God tells us to be hot or
cold because to be lukewarm is worse than
either of these. (Rev. 3:14-16) We can
choose to be people of the world or we can
choose to be people of God. However, the
worse thing one can do is believe and/or
claim to be the people of God and refuse or
simply not put forth the effort to live in the
ways God told us the righteous should live.
If the nation turned from following God
they would find nothing worked for them.
Their cities would not function; their
agriculture would fail; the storeroom would
be depleted to nothing; and their flocks
would be as well. Just as with the blessings,
on top of the dynamics of not following the
ways of God, God Himself would make
sure they knew they were on a losing path.
Because they were God's chosen nation it
had to be clear there was punishment for
doing wrong, and God would vex them
from every side making their lives
miserable. They would experience

pestilence until that alone would make the
land unlivable. Their health would fail and
violence would destroy their society.
Corruption such as mildew would plague
them and dry winds would destroy the land.
The ground would not grow the things they
needed and the rain would not fall. When
they went out to fight, they would be
scattered in many directions. They would be
taken captive and removed to other lands.
They would not see their home again but die
in those lands, maybe never even being
buried.

 The example of something they
would know all too well would be used here
as the kinds of sicknesses the Egyptians
struggled with would be brought upon
Israel. They would have no peace of mind
and stress of this life would drive them
crazy. They would see no clear direction,
and even when they thought they were
doing something right it would come out
wrong. Their wives would be taken by
others, crops would be stolen, and animals
too. Their children would be sold into
slavery, they would watch as their animals
were killed by others and they would not
share in anything of the food the slaughter
might yield. The very stress of the
emotional strain of watching everything in
their lives go wrong would frustrate their
minds constantly. The nation would be
carried into other cultures where they did
not fit in, but there they would live being
looked at as a strange and unusual people,
and for that they would be persecuted all
their lives. In the end they would become
just the opposite of what was intended.
Instead of being known as the nation
blessed of God they would be known as
cursed, and people would be amazed at this
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will get desperate and disease would come
upon the nation. It would not just be the
horror and suffering of the immediate future
but the long-term effects that would pass on
through generations. Diseases they feared in
Egypt, those warned about in the Law, and
even ones the nation had no idea existed or
would exist would come upon them. These
things would continue until the nation that
was now large would be left as very few.
Not only would they be scattered into
cultures they knew of but into cultures they
had no knowledge of. Even in these far off
places they would find no rest as the
persecution would follow them everywhere
they went and they would constantly be a
people on the move. They would live in fear
for their lives and dread every day wishing
it was over and that the night would pass
when it finally did come.

 The nation would serve in bondage to
others once again, and this would come
about because they refused to follow the
ways of God! All this would be true in spite
of the fact God desired to do them good.
Following the Law should be a joy, if for no
other reason than the fact it would bring
them blessings. However, if they refused,
God could not bless them the way He
wanted to for He will not prosper the ways
of the unrighteous. Being the chosen nation
of God they were also to understand God's
judgment would be nearer to them than all
others. The choice was up to them, they just
needed to make the right choice on a
constant basis throughout their generations!

Let’s stay in God’s Word!
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truth.

 Even in the other lands they would
give much and end up with little. Seed
would not produce, vines and trees would
fail to yield fruit. Any children they would
have would be sadness to see the hardship
of their lives. What little their crops did
produce would be eaten by insects. People
outside the nation would prosper above the
nation making the people of Israel the
lowest people not the highest. They would
become followers and not leaders in the
world. As they failed to follow God's
instructions all these things would grow and
become the reality of Israel's existence.
These things would come due to the fact the
rewards of serving God would not even
make following His Laws a joy for them.
The enemies that should have served Israel,
Israel would become servants to, and the
work would be hard. As if the enemies the
nation had were not bad enough, they are
warned people from a very far distance
across the earth, people whom Israel did not
even know about, would come swiftly upon
them. They would come to take what little
Israel was left with. They would destroy the
land until there was nothing left at all.

 The nation was not to think their
walled cities and defenses would be enough
to stop them, because the cities would be put
under siege until everything in them was
eaten up and the children would starve to
death. The adults will become so desperate
that even the kindest man would turn on his
wife and friends refusing to share what he is
able to find. The kindest women would turn
on their husband and even children. Times
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