
 Happy Birthday to the Living Springs Institute’s Newsletter! That’s right, it was a year ago this month, we
published the first issue of the newsletter. It’s always hard for me to believe a year has past. I don’t know about you,
but to me, it seems time is going by faster and faster! In our world today, we can really see what God was saying when
He talked about men’s hearts failing them for the cares of this world. (Luke 21:25-28) It’s so hard not to get caught
up in the everyday race man has created for himself. This world is constantly trying to make it as hard as possible to
keep the things of God first in our lives; but we must keep in mind, no matter how hard it may seem, it still comes
down to the everyday choices which we make. Will we put the things of God first today or will we only spend time
with Him if we’re not to tired at the end of the day?

 For many years churches have struggled with the issues of how much of the world in our lives is too much of the
world in our lives. However, as we live in these last days, before the return of Christ, I believe the heart of this debate
has changed somewhat. We used to talk about whether things we did, or places we might go were bad because they
put us into a place of great temptation. We talked about whether an activity was edifying or whether it tried to pull us
away from God. Today, all these things should still be upon our minds as we choose our day by day activities; but we
also need to take a hard look at whether we can afford to be involved with many activities, from the basic standpoint
of how much time does it take away from the time we need to spend seeking The Lord. It’s not just the idea that this
life demands more of our time and energy, but I believe the bigger issue is the amount of mental occupation this
modern life takes from us! This is why we see so much depression and mental ailments in our world today. Man will
never evolve into something greater than he is, so he tries to make it seem he is becoming something more by filling
his life with more and more. We are always pushing to see the “next big thing,” and who will come up with it.

 As we see this world moving like a bunch of worker bees, we need to keep in mind that if Jesus is Lord of our
lives then He should guide us, not the world. Even as we seek to serve Him, we need to be careful that our ministry
goal is not to keep up with the world! Remember, we offer the world the same thing the disciples offered almost two
thousand years ago: salvation through the blood of Christ! Some people will tell you the message has not changed,
but the way in which we deliver it must. These people are wrong! Too many good people of God have burned-out and
even fallen away because the devil has convinced them, the simple message of Jesus Christ and Him Crucified is not
enough; that if we are going to reach, especially the next generation, then we must find a way to surround the message
with all kinds of smoke and noise. They will tell us, without it you just can’t reach the kids! Once again, they are
wrong. As this world gets worse and worse, we may find not too many will respond to the message of Christ, but that
is what Jesus told His disciples the sign of His return would be! He said, “But as the days of Noah were,...” (Matt.
24:32-39), and Noah only took seven people on the ark with him.

 The saddest part of the way in which “ministry” is done is the fact, we see many people getting all hyped up about
things, but when the tough times come, many of these are like the seed which fell on rocky soil. (Matt. 13:20-21)
Many of them spring up very quickly, but their journey with Christ is short-lived. In the meantime, I believe we are
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turning away many people who are seeking the truth. People who are very sincere in their desire, not to find something
that will make them “feel good,” but in something which is real! However, when these people see what the church is
offering, many turn away, because they mostly see what they see every day in the world. It’s my hope this ministry
will always be a place where people can find the truth. Not because they cut their way through the hype, but because
it was put to them plain and straightforward!

 I thank The Lord for each of you who have taken the time to read this newsletter over this past year, and I hope it
has been a blessing to you. I know in the first issue of this letter, I said that in the Bible study we would go over the
Bible as a whole and then come back and look at it in closer detail. However, a year later and we are just now getting
out of the first chapter of the book of Genesis. All I can say is, maybe someday, before The Lord returns, I will learn
not to say things like this. It has always been my goal to do what The Lord wants, even if it’s in conflict with what I
or others thought. So, as I sit down to write this letter, I seek to do and say what God wants me to. That being true, it
appears God would have me teach an in-depth verse by verse look at the Bible, so that is what I have been doing. Of
course, I can’t say what God will want in the future, so all I will say is that I will continue to write the teaching and
let God have His way!

 I want you all to know it has been a great blessing to me that you have allowed me to be a part of your lives! So,
it’s my sincere prayer, each of us will be able to continue to work and learn together, as well as find new friends in
Christ, as we wait upon that wonderful day when our Lord and Saviour (Jesus Christ) will return!

Following the Biblical Stream:
By Philip E. Busby

 Last issue, as we looked at Genesis 1:26, we began talking about the fact, God is a Triune Being, and that we
are made in His likeness. This issue, we want to continue that discussion.

 In an attempt to understand the concept of existing as a triune being, many illustrations have been used. Two
of the most popular Sunday school versions has been an apple and an egg. The concept being that an apple has a
skin, meat and core, yet it is all one apple. Some of the things the apple example lacks are better shown in the
illustration of looking at an egg. Eggs are also made of three distinct parts, and the parts are more clearly defined.
The egg, of course, has a shell; it has a white; and it has a yolk. Even though it’s made of three very distinct parts,
it’s still one egg. These simple examples attempt to give us some idea of what it means to say three parts of God,
yet still one God. Beyond that, there are varying levels of understanding of this point. Martin Luther described
the triuness of God as being like three rings which interlock with each other. This is actually one of the best
descriptions, I believe, I have ever heard. However, the description I like to use is of three circles, one at each
point of a triangle. God The Father being the circle at the top of the triangle, The Holy Spirit being the circle to
the left of God The Father, and God The Son (Jesus Christ) being the circle to the right-hand of The Father. Then,
I believe we should erase the line at the bottom of the triangle which goes between Jesus and The Holy Ghost.
This represents not only the triuness of God but also the connectivity within that trinity. I do not believe Jesus
Christ and The Holy Ghost communicate directly between each other, but all the connectivity between God The
Son and God The Holy Ghost must go through God The Father. This is one of the reasons why Jesus was fully
God, yet He always talked to The Father. I believe this example helps us to understand ourselves and the way in
which we were created, as well. If we use the same model, and we place ourselves; body, mind and spirit, into
the same configuration with the same connectivity, then we understand a little better of how we were created to
work. First, we would put the mind in the top circle, then we would put the spirit at the left-hand of the mind, and
we would put the body (or physical) at the right-hand of the mind. Even though we have three parts, the spirit
and the body do not communicate directly. The only connection is through the mind. I know this is a lot to take
in all at once, especially if you've never taken time to consider this before! However, as I said in our last issue,
there will be many times throughout this study when we will get a chance to talk about how this all works, in
greater detail. The better we understand the Word of God, the better we understand God. The better we



understand God, the better we understand ourselves. So, it’s my hope that through this study you will gain a
better understanding of all these things.  For now, it will have to be enough to simply try to understand, there are
three parts of us which were created, and that is what God meant by making us in His own image. So, verse 26
tells us we are made in the image of God; we are made in His likeness! Now, keep in mind, this does not mean
we are god's or that God intends for us to become gods. The reflection you see of yourself in the mirror is not
you, nor is it going to become you! If someone makes a clay model of you, it’s a likeness, but it’s still clay! This
wording simply means God used Himself as a pattern to make us. He then places us in this world to have
responsibilities over the world. One of the reasons man is so far away from understanding God is because we do
not think in the terms of responsibility. We think in the terms of power. God is all powerful, that also makes Him
all responsible. What God gave us when He put us here was not power but vast responsibility! From the very
beginning of God's thoughts, as given to us in verse 26, He intends to make us in His image, in His likeness; and
then to give us a dominion or responsibility over the fish of the sea, the foul of the air, the cattle, and over all the
earth and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. God, making this determination in verse 26, tells us
in verse 27 that is exactly what He did; and so through these two verses, we see not only the thought of what God
wanted, but the fact, God did not vary from that thought. It tells us He carried it through to completion. This is
the beauty of chapter 1 going through the entire process and wrapping it up, and then chapter 2 giving us more
of the specific details of the creation and of the Sixth-Day! So, now we will turn to chapter 2 verse 4 and begin
to look at the words there, so that we can talk about the further creation of man in its detail.

 Verse 4 and 5 begin to explain to us the purpose of the Book of Genesis. It tells us this is the entire account,
beginning with the creation, and then continuing on to tell us the story of how the human existence came to be.
From this simplistic beginning, we understand the makeup of the Scripture. Genesis is truly God's account of
telling us where we came from, how we developed, the steps we went through, and much of the mind of God.
It also goes through telling us the process in which God would go about to save fallen man; and so it tells us how
God developed a specific group of people through Abraham, which we know today as the Jewish nation, and
through them, He would send The Saviour for all the world. The remainder of the Bible is an account of historical
facts and prophetic words which show us how the plan unfolded from there! All the way through the coming of
Christ (who is The Saviour of the world), and finally ending with prophetic words to help us understand, not only
the future as it comes to pass, but many events of the past as well. So, as we begin here in the fourth verse of
chapter 2 of the Book of Genesis, you begin to realize, we are stepping into the story of our existence as told by
God Himself.

 Verse 6 of chapter 2 tells us a little bit about how the creation was set up to care for itself, specifying to us,
there was no rain (verse 5) but mist (verse 6) which went up from the ground and watered the whole face of the
earth. We have talked about this in an earlier issue and will talk about this fact more when we get to the story of
the flood. Verse 7 starts with the details of exactly how man was created. Once again, we have talked about God
speaking things into existence. We have talked about God commanding parts of His creation to “bring forth,”
but now we find God goes a step further when it comes to the creation of man. He literally comes down and forms
man out of the dust of the ground. This truly separates us from everything else which exists. This makes man
truly special! He does not exist simply because God spoke him into existence. He does not exist because a part
of creation was commanded to bring forth. He exists because God specifically formed him! Now, it’s true, we
were formed from the dust of this earth, but keep in mind it’s only the physical part which was formed from the
dust. The physical part of us is the part we need, to be able to interact with the environment God created for us.
So, it’s only logical, the physical part would be formed from the earth itself. However, remember the earth
originally had no power over us like it does the plants and animals. They were brought forth by the strength of
the earth, but we were made by the hand of God. Thus, it needs to be emphasized, once again, that we are not
part of the ecosystems of this planet, but we were told to care for it!

 After forming the physical form, God breathes the “breath of life” into its nostrils. This does not mean the
physical is nothing more than a shell. This is just a way for us to try and understand how God put us together.
Verse 7 tells us, man became a living soul! This is really the first wording which shows us we were meant to live
for eternity. We are not just a functioning organism; though it may seem that our physical form is nothing more
than the animals, and that when a significant part fails, we will die. No, that is just the reality of the physical
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world God created. God gave us the Tree of Life so our physical form would not fail, and it’s the blessing of this
tree which we lost at the fall! This means, our physical part will fail someday. However, when that happens,
there are two other parts of us which will still be very much alive! This is why Jesus describes death as going
into outer darkness. (Matt. 8:12) Those two parts God put with the physical will no longer have the eyes to see,
ears to hear, or any other senses that are necessary for our ability to interact with anything physical. Job talked
about the fact, a tree has hope to live again, but man when he is cut down is lost. (Job 14) This is because a tree
is simply part of the cycle God created. The fact one dies only means other things will grow from the nutrients
it returns to the soil. For plants and animals, there is a kind of reincarnation - if you will. Not unlike the fact, the
water goes up into the sky, falls back to the earth and runs back to the sea again. However, man has not this hope.
When he loses his physical form, it does not grow back. You will not come back to this earth as a rat, cow, or
any other life form. We were not created as part of the cycle! Therefore, the Bible tells us it is appointed once
for man to die, (Heb. 9:27-28) not over and over! You may not like it, but that is the way God created things.
There are many things in this life people do not want to accept. There are things the Word of God tells us are not
right for us to do. People get tired of hearing about these things. They say it’s not important we learn the
righteous ways of God, but what most do not understand is that the Bible is not a list of dos and don’ts. It’s telling
us not to put the square peg into the round hole! God did not simply come up with the things He tells us are sin
because He decided not to let us do certain things. He laid down a creation which functions on a basic plan. It’s
God’s desire to teach us how all this works, but we continually rebel and believe we can figure it out all by
ourselves! It really saddens me how many people say they are living for God, yet they do not care about these
very things. They believe “salvation” is some kind of magical ticket they can put in their pocket, and when this
life is over they can simply pull it out and use it to enter heaven. This is simply not the way things work. There
is no magical ticket! You must understand, there is a right way to live, a God created way to live, and everything
else is a distortion of the truth. You must decide The God created way of life is the one you want. If that is not
what you want, then this life is all there is, because there is no point in living a life outside of creation. (Prov.
14:12) However, for those who choose The God created way, there is life everlasting. Why? Because that is how
God created it!!! Now, for those who choose to live the created life, you will still find, no matter how hard you
try to live the life, you will still face death. So, we need some big time help, and the fact this help is available is
the ultimate message God is trying to get out to men! God gave His Son (Jesus Christ) so we could be SAVED
from the death of these physical forms. Through Christ, God made a way for us not to simply go out into “outer
darkness”!  If we will put our faith in God, then when the day comes that we face death, we will find Jesus has
prepared a way for these bodies to be replaced! Beyond that, we will find the new bodies will no longer be able
to be corrupted by sin, (Rom. 6:23) and this will ensure eternal life!

 Getting back to the creation story, we move on to verse 8. Here we find, not only were we formed by God
separately from the rest of creation, but we also find God specifically creates a starting place for us. The earlier
verses of Genesis tells us, animals filled the sky, the water, and the earth, but God only creates one man. Then
we see God planting a garden as a specific place to put man. This is a fascinating part of the story and should
not be overlooked! Here is another evidence that man is separate. Plants and animals live and die in a continual
cycle, but man is given a place to begin his journey! It’s also interesting that man’s journey immediately begins
to play a part in God’s life. Before the sixth day is over, we find God responding to facts that come out of His
interaction with Adam, and Adam’s interaction with the creation! In our next issue, we will begin by talking
about “The Garden of Eden” and its significance! So, walk with God in the coolness of the evening, and I’ll see
you next time!
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